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Objective and Audience

Objective
This class will introduce
changes made in MeSH for
2022 and discuss how
they may impact you as a
PubMed searcher.
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Audience
PubMed searchers, librarians,
catalogers who are familiar with
MeSH’s structure (Main
Headings, SCR, ET, etc.) 



MeSH Database
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Agenda

1. Overview
2. Examples of New & Updated Terms

a) COVID-19 Related Terms
b) Other Disease Related Terms
c) Population Groups
d) Social Determinants of Health

3. Automated Indexing
4. Q&A panel
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Overview
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MEDLINE Data Changes—2022. NLM Tech Bull. 2021 Nov-Dec;(443):e8



Overview: Stats

30,194
MeSH Main Headings

277
New Main Headings
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318,110
Supplementary Concept Records

0
Deleted MeSH Subheadings



New MeSH Headings by Branch
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MeSH in Cataloging
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MeSH in Cataloging

Willis S. Use of 2022 MeSH in Cataloging. NLM Tech Bull. 2021 Nov-Dec;(443):e7.



Examples of
New & Updated Terms
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COVID-19 VACCINES, SYNTHETIC
[Before 2022]

VACCINES, CONJUGATE 

VACCINES, DNA 

VACCINES, EDIBLE 

VACCINES, VIROSOME 

VACCINES, VIRUS-LIKE PARTICLE



COVID-19

VACCINES, SYNTHETIC
[2022]

NUCLEIC ACID-BASED VACCINES

VACCINES, CONJUGATE

VACCINES, DNA

VACCINES, EDIBLE

VACCINES, VIROSOME

VACCINES, VIRUS-LIKE PARTICLE
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NUCLEIC ACID-BASED
VACCINES

[2022]

VACCINES, DNA ChAdOx1 nCOV-19
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mRNA VACCINES
2019-nCoV VACCINE mRNA-1273

BNT162 VACCINE

 



Previous PubMed Search for VACCINE, DNA
and the former SCR of mRNA VACCINE
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MeSH 2022, NUCLEIC ACID-BASED VACCINES
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COVID-19

RESPIRATORY AEROSOLS

AND DROPLETS
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Article 
Example
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MeSH 2021
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Consult the MeSH Database
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MeSH 2022
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COVID-19

QUARANTINE
Entry Terms
Cordon Sanitaire 
Self-Quarantine 
Lockdown(s), Health 
Health Lockdown(s) 
Stay at Home Orders

2021
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2022



Variations of entry terms

VS
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The MeSH Database is your friend.
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Diseases

UROGENITAL DISEASES

24



Diseases

[2021]

DISEASES
FEMALE UROGENITAL DISEASES AND PREGNANCY COMPLICATIONS
MALE UROGENITAL DISEASES

[2022]

DISEASES
UROGENITAL DISEASES

GENITAL DISEASES
FEMALE UROGENITAL DISEASES AND PREGNANCY COMPLICATIONS
MALE UROGENITAL DISEASES
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MeSH 2021 Sexually Transmitted Diseases

FEMALE UROGENITAL DISEASES AND PREGNANCY 
COMPLICATIONS 

FEMALE UROGENITAL DISEASES 
GENITAL DISEASES, FEMALE 

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES
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MeSH 2022 Sexually Transmitted Diseases

UROGENITAL DISEASES
GENITAL DISEASES

GENITAL DISEASES, FEMALE 
SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES

Ex. “Genital Diseases, Female"[MeSH Terms]

OR ("Sexually Transmitted Diseases"[MeSH Terms] AND "Female"[MeSH Terms])
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Population
Groups

[2021]

CONTINENTAL POPULATION GROUPS
AFRICAN CONTINENTAL ANCESTRY GROUP 
AMERICAN NATIVE CONTINENTAL ANCESTRY GROUP 
ASIAN CONTINENTAL ANCESTRY GROUP 
EUROPEAN CONTINENTAL ANCESTRY GROUP 
OCEANIC ANCESTRY GROUP 

[ET]

[2022]
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RACIAL GROUPS 
BLACKS 
AMERICAN NATIVE CONTINENTAL ANCESTRY GROUP 
ASIANS 
WHITES 
NATIVE HAWAIIAN OR OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER
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Population
Groups

[2021]

ETHNIC GROUPS 
AFRICAN AMERICANS 
AMISH 
ARABS 
ASIAN AMERICANS 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
ROMA 
HISPANIC AMERICANS 
JEWS

[2022]

ETHNICITY
HISPANIC OR LATINO [ET: HISPANIC AMERICANS]



Population
Groups

[2022]

RACIAL GROUPS
BLACKS

AFRICAN AMERICANS 
AMERICAN NATIVE CONTINENTAL ANCESTRY GROUP 
ASIANS 

ASIAN AMERICANS 
WHITES 
NATIVE HAWAIIAN OR OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER
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Persons

[2022]

HEALTH DISPARITY, MINORITY AND 
VULNERABLE POPULATIONS

AFRICAN AMERICANS 
AMISH 
ARABS 
ASIAN AMERICANS 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
JEWS 
ROMA 
SEXUAL AND GENDER MINORITIES
VULNERABLE POPULATIONS
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Demo

What does the literature say about populations 
that live with health disparities as a result of 
environmental pollution?
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/


MeSH Changes and PubMed Searching class
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24 New Headings on 
Social Determinants of Health

• ECONOMIC STABILITY
• HOUSING INSTABILITY
• ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
• COMMUNITY SUPPORT
• ACCESS TO HEALTHY FOODS

• CHILD POVERTY
• SOCIAL DEPRIVATION

• HOME ENVIRONMENT
• NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTERISTICS
• SOCIODEMOGRAPHIC FACTORS
• OSTRACISM
• SYSTEMIC RACISM

• …and more!
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Intersectional Framework
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Pubmed search for
“Intersectional framework”
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Adjusted pubmed search for
“intersectional framework”
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Automated Indexing

MEDLINE 2022 Initiative: Transition to Automated Indexing. NLM Tech Bull. 2021 Nov-Dec;(443):e5.
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Q&A with Experts
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Thanks for joining us! 
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